In vitro transmission and antigenicity of a retrovirus isolated from a multiple sclerosis patient.
We have recently isolated an apparently novel retrovirus (LM7) from a patient with multiple sclerosis (MS). We present here results showing that (1) LM7 retrovirus can be transmitted in vitro to a normal human leptomeningeal cell culture and that (2) specific antibody against this retroviral strain can be detected in MS cases. Our results suggest that, if this virus is an endogenous retrovirus, it is different from human endogenous elements already described.